Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 29th April, 1974 by unknown
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
PETER LIDDELL, D.S.C. 
Chairman 
D. J. KINNERSLEY 
Chief Executive 
Telephone; Penketh 4321 Dawson House 
Great Sankey 
Warrington, 
WA5 3LW. 
22nd April, 1974. 
To: Members of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
Dear Sir, 
Please attend the first meeting of the Committee at 1.45 p.m. MONDAY, 
29TH APRIL, 197k, in the BOARD ROOM, DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for considera-
tion of the following business. 
Yours faithfully, 
D. J. KINNERSLEY, 
Chief Executive. 
1. Welcome and opening remarks by the Chairman of the Authority. 
2. Apologies for absence. 
3- (a) Role and Constitution of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee, 
(b) Role and Constitution of the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
Members'allowances. 
5. Estimates 1974/75. 
6. Assessed Fisheries. 
7« Structure of Fisheries in N.W.W.A. 
8. Fisheries in ownership of N.W.W.A. 
9» Fishery and Sea Fishery Bye-laws. 
10. Licence Duties. 
11. Offences against the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts, Bye-laws and 
Theft Act. 
12. Work in hand and projected. 
13. Any other business brought forward with the permission of the Chairman. 
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NOTES: 
1. Lunch will be available in the Members' Dining Room at approximately 
12.45 p.m. and members are asked to select a Main Course from the 
enclosed menu, and to indicate their selection to the Administrative 
Officer serving the Committee, when they attend the meeting. 
As agreed at a previous meeting of the Authority, members will pay 
for their lunch and claim on their subsistence claim form. The 
charge for the three course meal is 60p. 
2. The meeting is called for 1.45 p.m. in order that members who have 
so indicated will be able to visit the Freshwater Fisheries Unit in 
Liverpool University at 4 p.m. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY ITEM 3(a) 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 29TH APRIL, 1974 
The Role and Constitution of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(a) Role 
Section 18 of the Water Act, 1973i makes it the specific duty of every 
Water Authority to maintain, improve and develop the salmon, trout, 
freshwater and eel fisheries in the area for which they exercise 
functions under the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts 1923-1972 and 
it is interesting to note that the expression, "improve and develop", 
appears in place of the traditional "conserve". 
That section of the Act also makes it obligatory for each Authority to 
establish a Regional Advisory Committee for the whole of the area of 
the Authority and in addition such Local Advisory Committees as the 
Authority consider necessary to represent fishery interests in different 
parts of the area. 
As members are aware, the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee does not 
possess executive powers, but may act in an advisory capacity only. 
Such matters as the maintenance, improvement and development of 
fisheries are to be communicated to the Water Management Committee (the 
Committee which controls the operational functions of the Authority), 
whilst recommendations in connection with fishing licence and permit 
duties will be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee whose 
responsibility it is to fix such duties. 
Similarly the Authority will refer to the Regional Advisory Committee, 
through the Policy and Resources or Water Management Committee, matters 
within the scope of the Advisory Committee's functions. 
(b) Constitution 
The Regional Fishales Advisory Committee comprises fifteen members, as 
follows. 
1. Chairman: Mr. J. R. S. Watson, M.A., elected to the Chair of 
this Committee by the Authority on 3rd October, 1973. 
(Mr. Watson is the. member of the Authority appointed 
by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food:-
"with special knowledge of Fisheries"). 
Representatives from the following areas 
In addition to the above eight members the Constitution of the 
Committee is completed by -
2. Eden E. P. Ecroyd 
3- S. & W. Cumberland W. F. Hobson 
k. Furness & S. Westmorland J. H. Fell 
5. Lune & Wyre T. M. Croft 
6. Ribble R. D. Hought on 
7. Lancashire Coarse Fisheries T. A. Blackledge 
8. Mersey & Weaver P. W. Jennings 
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9. A representative of the Netsman - W. McKenna, the following 
five members of the North West Water Authority and the fishery 
member ofthe former Mersey and Weaver River Authority 
10. Chairman of the Regional Land Drainage Committee - T. M. Farrer 
11. The member appointed for recreational interests - R. A. Parkin 
12. A member representing an area in, the south where 
pollution is an issue - A. E. Hall 
13. A member representing an area in the North where 
abstraction is an issue - G. B. Robinson 
14. A member of the Authority - E. H. Fleming Smith 
15. The member for fisheries on the former Mersey and Weaver River Authority - F. R. James 
- 3 - ITEM 5(b) 
The Role and Constitution of Local Advisory Fisheries Committees 
(a) Role 
As mentioned in the previous item the establishment of the Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees is delegated, under the provisions of Section 18 of 
the Water Act, 1973, to the Water Authority whose responsibility it is to 
appoint such Local Committees as they consider necessary to represent 
fishery interests in different parts of the area. 
The Local Committees are in a position to discuss and formulate recommenda-
tions with regard to fisheries for their own area and such recommendations 
will then be forwarded for consideration by the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee and then submitted to either the Policy and Resources or Water 
Management Committee. 
Members will readily appreciate that the Local Committees should be 
encouraged to play their part in formulating the fishery policy of the 
Authority and Local Committees should at all times feel free to consult 
with the Unit Fishery Officers, but will not of course be in a position to 
issue instructions to these officers. 
(b) Constitution 
On 3rd December, 1973) the North West Water Authority resolved to establish 
the following Local Advisory Fisheries Committees: 
(i) Eden. 
(ii) South and West Cumberland. 
(iii) Lune, Wyre and Furness. 
(iv) South Lancashire. 
(v) Mersey and Weaver. 
At the meeting of the Authority held on 25th March, 1974 it was resolved 
to invite the persons listed below to serve on these Local Committees. 
In every case the numbers have been kept to a minimum compatible with the 
geography of the area and the interests concerned. 
Each Local Committee contains at least one member of the Regional Advisory 
Committee and each Local Committee will appoint its own Chairman. 
Eden 
W. Birkett, 8 Skirsgill Gardens, Penrith. 
E. Cave, 9 Brunton Crescent,Carlisle. 
E. P. Ecroyd, Low House, Armathwaite, Carlisle. 
E. H. Fleming Smith, Hawksdale Hall., Dalston, Carlisle. 
B. Irving, 22 Moss Rigg, Morton, Carlisle. 
L. Heyworth, Roseneath, Station Road, Brampton, Carlisle. 
J. S. Marshall, Little Cross, Appleby, Cumbria. 
W. McKenna, Eden Brows, Armathwaite, Carlisle. 
Capt. J. G. Milne Home, Irvine House, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire. 
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South and West Cumberland 
F. Bunting, 30 Dent Road, Mirehouse, Whitehaven. 
* W. F. Hobson, Hillside, Cockermouth. 
A. 0. Matthews, 6 Wastwater Rise, Seascale. 
G. B. Sedgwick, 8 Belle Vue, Cockermouth. 
J. 0. Wade, Hillcrest, Whitehaven. 
R. 0. Williams, West Lodge, Rheda, Friaington. 
G, N. F. Wingate, O.B.E., D.L., Bridge End House, Cockermouth. 
Lune, Wyre and Furness 
W. Bailey, 10 Mallowdale Road, Lancaster. 
R. Barratt, Cowmire Hill, Crosthwaite, Kendal. 
R. A. Ohallenor, White House, Barbon, Carnforth. 
G. H. Gheetham, Low House, Windermere. 
Major N. Glarkson Webb, Buckstone House, Garnforth. 
* T. M. Groft, Orchard Farm, 115 Whittingham Lane, Barton, Preston. 
* J. H. Fell, Whitegates, Backbarrow, Ulverston. 
A. L. Harris, 12 Eden Park, Lancaster. 
L. Hill, 39 Kendal Green, Kendal. 
South Lanes 
T. A. F. Barnes, Woodplumpton House, Woodplumpton, Nr. Preston. 
* T, A. Blackledge, 16 Florence Street, Wigan. 
Dr. R. B. Broughton, 19k Langworthy Road, Salford, M6 5PP. 
* R. D. Houghton, 13/15 Winckley Street, Preston. 
J. Johnson, 97 Liverpool Road North, Maghull. 
R. H. Wiseman, 5 Ribblesdale Place, Barrowford, Lanes. 
Mersey and Weaver 
J. S. Bailey, Zk Sandyhill Road, Winsford, Cheshire. 
F. Egerton, 19 Bowden Drive, Northwich, Cheshire. 
* F. R. James, 3k Sweet Briar Crescent, Crewe. 
* P. W. Jennings, 34 Alwyn Street, Liverpool 17. 
T. N. McLoughlin, 12 High Tree Drive, Henbury, Macclesfield, Cheshire, 
A. Ross, 19 Dugdale Avenue, Higher Blackley, Manchester, 9. 
F. W. Sims, M.R.C.V.S., 6 Queen Street, Newcastle-Under-Lyme. 
o Member of the North West Water Authority. 
* Member of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
29TH APRIL, 1974 
MEMBERS' ALLOWANCES 
1. Following guidance received from the Department of the Environment 
the Water Authority at their meeting on 25th March, 1974 considered the 
question of allowances payable to members of Water Authorities and to 
representatives on Advisory Committees. As will be appreciated, there 
will be a variety of Advisory Committees meeting at Dawson House and 
elsewhere, some of them consisting mainly of people who are not members 
of the water authority, including, of course, the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee and the five Local Committees. 
2. The Water Authority have decided that the following arrangements 
should apply to representatives of Advisory Committees 
(a) the rates of travel and subsistence would be as set 
out in the Appendix to this Report. 
(b) financial loss allowance would be claimable in appro-
priate circumstances by Authority members but no 
financial loss allowance would be payable to non-
Authority members. 
(c) when Advisory Committees meet at Dawson House, meals 
could be provided, the members paying the cost thereof 
and claiming an appropriate subsistence allowance. 
(d) when Advisory Committees meet elsewhere, subsistence 
would normally be paid if claimed. 
Appendix 
ALLOWANCES TO MEMBERS OF WATER AUTHORITIES 
(On and After 28th February, 1974) 
TRAVELLING EXPENSES 
1. Travel by Public Service 
Firts-Class Fare. 
2. Travel by Taxi-cab 
In the case of urgency or where no public transport is reasonably 
available - the actual fare plus reasonable gratuity. 
3- Travel by own Motor Vehicle 
The rate for travel shall not exceed 2.5p per mile unless such travel:-
(a) Results in a substantial saving of the member's time; or 
(b) is in the interests of the body; or 
(c) is otherwise reasonable, 
in which case the rate shall not exceed:-
for a motor car exceeding 500 c.c. but not exceeding 999 c.c. 6.4p per mile 
for a motor car exceeding 999 c.c. but not exceeding 1199 c.c. 6.9p per 
for a motor car exceeding 1199 c.c. 7-8p per.mile. mile 
4. The rate may be increased for each passenger not exceeding four:-
(a) where the rate payable does, not exceed 2.5p a mile by not more than 
0.5p per mile. 
(b) where any other rate is payable, by not more than 0.2p per mile. 
5. In the case of absence over-night, not more than 12.5p per night may be 
charged for garaging a car. 
6. Subsistence Allowances 
The rate of subsistence allowance shall not exceed:-
(a) In the case of an absence, not involving an absence over-night, 
from the usual place of residence:-
(i) of more than k but not more than 8 hours, £1.35p 
(ii) of more than 8 but not more than 12 hours, £2.40p 
(iii) of more than 12 but not more than 16 hours, £3.4Op 
(iv) of more than 16 hours, £4.05p 
(b) In the case of an absence over-night from the usual place of 
residence, £8 .65 with 80p extra for meeting in London. 
7. Financial Loss Allowance 
The amount which a member of a Water Authority shall be entitled to be paid 
by way of financial loss allowance in respect of any one period of 2k hours 
shall not exceed:-
(a) Where the period of time over which earnings are lost or additional 
expenses (other than expense on account of travelling or subsistence) 
is incurred is not more than 4 hours, the sum of £2.75p, or 
(b) Where the said period of time is more than ^ hours the sum of £5.50p. 
ITEM NO. 5 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
29TH APRIL, 1974 
FISHERIES - ESTIMATES 1974-75 
The following is an extract from the Authority's Estimates for the current year 
and shows the anticipated income and expenditure on fisheries. 
ITEM NO. 5 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 29TH APRIL, 1974 
Assessed Fisheries 
Under the provisions of Section 38(1)(d) of the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act 1923, both the former Cumberland and Lancashire River 
Authorities had, by means of an Order, the power to impose and collect 
contributions on assessed fisheries in their areas. 
Cumberland did not impose a rate whereas Lancashire imposed the maximum rate 
(25p. in the £) on certain fisheries. There are no assessed fisheries in 
the Mersey and Weaver area. The current position is as follows:-
Total Annual 
Value 
Rate 
Imposed Product 
Cumberland R.U. 611.50 NIL NIL 
Lancashire R.U. 7392.75 25p * 1848.18 
Mersey and Weaver R.U. NIL NIL NIL 
*In addition to this figure a sum of £100 is paid annually by the Holker 
Estates in respect of a fishery in the River Leven. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY ITEM NO. 5 
REGIONAL FISHERY ADVISORY COMMITTEE -- 29TH APRIL, 1974 
Structure of Fisheries in the North West Water Authority 
(1) The fishery services, at the present time, are carried out by the three 
River Units based upon the following, centres 
1. Chertsey Hill, London Road, Carlisle. 
2. Mill Lane, Halton-on-Lune, Nr, Lancaster. 
3. Dawson House, Great Sankey, Warrington. 
Technical Staff , 
In addition to the Regional Fishery Officer and the Fishery Officers and 
Deputy Fishery Officers of both the Cumberland and Lancashire River Units, 
the following staff are employed: 
(i) Biologist. 
(ii) Assistant Biologist. 
(iii) Biological Assistant. 
(i) Statistician/Instruments Systems Officer. 
(ii) Scientific Officer. 
(iii) Field Assistant. 
No separate Fisheries Department, but fishery 
functions carried out by the Water Quality 
Department, two biologists spending 50% of their 
time on this wor. 
For the purpose of fisheries administration the 
area is divided into an Eastern and a Western 
Division, The former covers the Eden and Border 
Esk and is manned by an Inspector leading a team 
of one. Head Water Bailiff, 3 Water Bailiffs, 
plus one trainee Water Bailiff. 
The Western Division comprises the remainder of 
the Unit's area and the staff is made up of one 
Inspector plus three Head Water Bailiffs who 
cover the Ellen, Derwent and South West Cumberland 
One Water Bailiff and a trainee work the Ellen 
area. Five water Bailiffs are posted on the 
Derwent and three in the South West Cumberland area, 
2„ Lancashire: The Unit is divided into three areas: 
(i) Northern. 
(ii) Central. 
(iii) South Eastern. 
Each of the three areas is manned by a Head Water 
Bailiff plus five Water Bailiffs, one of those in 
the Central and one in the South Eastern Area being 
responsible for the management of a hatchery. 
3. Mersey and Weaver: No Bailiffing staff. 
Laboratories 
Each of the three River Units have fully equipped biological laboratories. 
Hatcheries 
The Cumberland and Lancashire River Units have established hatchery 
facilities and conduct programmes of propogation and stocking of game 
fish. 
Cumberland: 
Lancashire: 
Mersey and Weaver: 
Fish Monitoring Installations 
Cumberland: 
One hatchery at Holmwrangle with a full time 
manager. The Unit assists in the stocking of 
three small privately owned hatcheries in the 
area. 
Two hatcheries: one situated at Middleton on 
a feeder stream of the Lune and the other at 
Langcliffe on the Ribble. 
No hatchery facilities. 
One monitoring station situated at Brougham Weir 
on the River Eamont. 
Lancashire: 
Features a fish pass and trap associated with a 
tube counter and water quality monitor. 
Six monitoring stations situated in the following 
locations 
Mersey and Weaver: 
Netting and Fish Transfers 
The Cumberland and Lancashire Units, at the request of various Associations, 
carry out a policy of transferring freshwater fish to suitable waters within 
their area. 
Advisory Service 
All three Units advise other bodies on the improvement and development of 
proposed and existing fisheries. 
(II) Proposed Structure for Mersey and Weaver R.M.U. 
There has never been any separate fisheries organisation in this area. 
With the over-riding importance of pollution prevention and water quality 
work in an area, much of which is heavily populated and industrialised, 
the requirements of fisheries work have been met by the Biological and 
Water Quality staff of the Pollution Prevention Department, who have been 
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specially well qualified to assess the potential of a fishery on a 
particular water, against the background of potential pollution. A 
substantial amount of time has been devoted to assessment of the suit-
ability of various waters for development as fisheries, consequent upon 
improvements in quality, and to the provision of fisheries advice to 
clubs and associations. A good deal of water, presently quite unsuitable 
for development as fisheries, has been acquired, by lease or purchase, by 
various clubs, in the hope that ultimate improvements in quality may render 
its possession worthwhile. 
The prime objective of the Pollution Prevention Department is the improvement 
of the quality of individual waters to a point where they are fully capable 
of supporting fish life and thus providing new fisheries. 
If the Authority should decide to expand the existing small fisheries 
organisation centred in the Pollution Prevention Department of the R.M.U., 
there would need to be very close liaison between this Department and any 
newly appointed staff, provided that existing Biological staff are able to 
continue their work in the fisheries field, it would probably be sufficient, 
initially, to appoint a Fisheries Officer, a Head Bailiff and four bailiffs. 
These would, it is envisaged, cover broadly the following areas: 
1. The Weaver catchmen. 
2. The Wirral and the Formby, Sta Helens, Warrington area, up to 
the boundary of the Lancashire R.M.U. 
3. The area to the north-east of 2. between Manchester, the 
Lancashire R.M.U. boundary in the north, and the Yorkshire 
R.W.A. boundary in the east. 
4. The area north-east of the M.6 and south of Manchester, bounded 
on the east by the Yorkshire R.W.A. boundary. 
Transport (say a Land Rover) and a certain amount of basic equipment (nets, 
fish tanks, electric fishing gear, etc.) would have to be obtained to make 
the unit viable. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY ITEM 8 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 29TH APRIL, 197*U 
The Cumberland and Mersey and Weaver River Units do not own any 
fisheries whereas the former Lancashire liver Authority pursued a policy 
of purchasing suitable fisheries and opening them to the public on a day 
permit basis. 
The North West Water Authority has therefore inherited the following 
fisheries within the area of the Lancashire River Unit:-
R. Lune. (i) Skerton Fishery. 
(ii) Halton Fishery. 
(iii) Broadraine Mill, 
R. Ribble. (i) Balderstone Fishery. 
(ii) Mitton Fishery. 
(iii) Rawsthome Fishery. 
R. Darwen. Samlesbury Fishery, 
extends 1.45 miles, Lancaster. 
Salmon, Sea Trout and coarse 
fish permits. 
extends 1.5 miles, Halton. 
Salmon, Sea Trout, Brown 
Trout, and coarse fish 
permits. 
extends 145 yards. Rights not 
exercised as area used for 
fish propogation work. 
extends 1 mile. Available to 
public as leased to an open 
Association - N.A.A. 
Over 1 mile on River Ribble 
and Galder. Salmon, Sea 
Trout, Brown Trout, Coarse 
fish. 
Hutton, tidal waters. 
Rights never exercised. 
1 mile - polluted no fish. 
Purchased 1967 with a view to 
the future. 
R. Kent. Basinghyll Fishery. 
Inherited from R. Crossens 
Catchment Board - various pools 
and sluices. Leased to South-
port and District A.A. 
270 yards. Not open to the public. 
Used as a Bailiffs' Depot and for 
experimental work. Former Gun-
powder Works, open shafts and ruins. 
on land. Fishery extremely prone to 
poaching. 
Tentants of Broughton Estates Ltd. 
Fishery available to the general 
public. 
In addition to the above there are of course many fisheries in the ownership 
of the Water Undertakings within the area and it is hoped that a complete 
schedule of all fisheries in the area will be, available for presentation to the 
meeting of the Committee. 
Lake Coniston. Fishery. 
Crossens Fishery. 
ITEM NO. 9 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 29TH APRIL, 1974 
Fishery & Sea Fishery Byelaws 
The Advisory Committee may wish to review the Byelaws operating at the 
present time in the areas of the Cumberland and Lancashire River Units. 
The Code of Fishery Byelaws for the Lancashire River Unit was compiled 
in 1971 by the Lancashire River Authority and came into effect, following 
a Public Inquiry and confirmation by the Minister on 1st July, 1972. 
The Cumberland River Authority produced a new code of Fishing Byelaws 
during the latter part of 1973, and at the present time the confirmation 
of the Minister is awaited. The Cumberland R.U. would not wish to press 
for their confirmation at this stage, unless the Committee particularly 
wish to do so. 
There are no fishery byelaws in operation within the area of the Mersey 
and Weaver River Unit. 
The Lancashire River Authority enjoyed the powers of a Local Fisheries 
Committee by virtue of the Lancashire and Western Sea Fisheries District 
Order and there is in operation a code of Sea Fishery Byelaws in esturial 
of the rivers of the Lancashire River Unit. 
It would appear eminently advisable to obtain the views of the Local 
Fisheries Advisory Committees regarding Byelaws. This particularly 
applies to the Mersey and Weaver area where none have previously been 
considered necessary and, therefore, valid reasons would have to be laid 
down to justify any proposed byelaw. 
Whilst Close Seasons for Salmon and Trout Rods are in operation throughout 
the area, the provisions of Section 3 of the 1972 Act should be considered. 
Here it is worth noting that under Section 4 of the Act the Cumberland River 
Authority have now obtained the permission of the Minister to dispense with 
the Annual Close Season for freshwater fish within their area. 
(This does not require a Byelaw but written sanction only from the Minister.) 
ITEM NO. 10 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 29TH APRIL, 1974 
Licence Duties 
Rod and Lines A system of licensing is in operation in both the 
Cumberland (revised 1971) and Lancashire (revised 
1973) River Units. 
There is no system of licensing in the Mersey and 
Weaver Unit-
It is worth noting that the provisions of Section 6 
of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1972, 
apply generally to freshwater fishing as well as to 
fishing for salmon and trout. 
Accordingly the Authority, unless excused by the 
Minister, is required to licence freshwater filing 
in the area and at the present time such licences 
are issued in the Lancashire River Unit only. 
Nets: Under the provisions of Section 62 of the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act 1923i (now re-enacted in 
Section 7 of the 1972 Act) the Cumberland and 
Lancashire River Authorities limited, by Ministerial 
Order, the number of licences to fish for salmon 
and trout.in public esturial waters with any instru-
ment other than rod and line. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 29TH APRIL, 1974 
Offences, against the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts 1923-1972, 
(Byelaws made thereunder) and the Theft Act 1968 
The Authority may wish to consider the existing policy adopted by the former 
three River Authorities in relation to the institution, or otherwise, of 
legal proceedings against alleged offenders. 
Cumberland: 
Invariably prosecuted all offenders who had been apprehended. Fishery 
Officer, Deputy Clerk and Chairman agreed proceedings jointly following 
consideration of the offence report made by Bailiff. 
Warning letters to the parents/guardians of Juvenile offenders. 
Lancashire: 
Similar to Cumberland. Fishery Officer recommending action to Clerk 
and if variance of opinion, Chairman of Fishery Committee gave his 
ruling. 
Warning letters to the parents/guardians of Juvenile offenders. 
Mersey and Weaver 
No proceedings. 
Both the Cumberland and Lancashire River Authorities proceeded with routine 
cases under the provisions of the Magistrates Courts Act 1957 and in other 
cases engaged the services of a local solicitor. 
The Instrument of Delegation leaves the institution of proceedings under the 
Magistrates Courts Act procedure to the Units with the exception of offences 
under Section 8 and 9 of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts 1923-1972. 
ITEM 12 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 29TH APRIL, 1974 
Work in Hand and Projected 
The following is a summary of current activity and future plans. 
1. Cumberland R.M.U. 
(a) There is a standing programme of management work relating primarily 
to migratory fish, but including brown trout. The Unit's hatchery 
at Holmwrangle, where the problem of siltation in the supply from 
the beck has recently been eased by the provision of a borehole 
supply, can incubate a maximum of 1,500,000 ova. The resultant fry 
can be held in the troughs for initial feeding for a period of 
2/3 months, and up to 100,000 of these can be reared on to the 
smolt (or yearling, in the case of brown trout) stage. Capacity 
for rearing beyond this stage is limited to 5000. A full-time 
hatchery manager is now employed. 
(b) Additional hatchery work to a total capacity of 350,000 ova is 
carried out by Cockermouth A.A. and Egremont & District A.A. in 
their own hatcheries, and there is liaison with the Cumberland 
R.M.U. over distribution of the fry. The former Association produces 
salmon and sea-trout fry in roughly equal numbers; the latter 
Association concentrates on sea-trout, but in view of the difficulty 
in obtaining enough ova, 'topping-up' of the hatchery with salmon 
ova is normal. 
(c) During April and May, staff will be engaged on electric fishing of 
nursery streams to reduce native brown trout stocks, followed by 
the planting out of fry from the Holmwrangle hatchery. These tasks 
will be completed by the end of May, and thereafter patrol work to 
contain poaching will be virtually a whole-time job for the 
Fisheries Officer and his Inspectors and bailiffs. 
(d) During the period April - September, the biological staff will be 
carrying out census work, fish marking experiments and caged fish 
observations on the River Ellen, in connection with assessment of 
the effect of the improvement in the organic pollution situation 
on this river. The Sandwich Student will be substantially involved 
in this project.^ There will also be extensive sampling of salmon 
parr in the ten nursery streams currently under observation as part 
of the 'nursery stream project', in which local schools have been 
involved. During the late summer and autumn, fisheries surveys are 
planned for the rivers Irt, Mite, Annas and Esk, together with parr 
sampling in four experimental- nursery streams stocked in 1973, and 
an examination of parr densities in natural spawning areas. 
(e) As opportunity, offers, or demand arises, miscellaneous matters will 
be dealt with, such as: 
(i) Sampling of Thirlmere trout for growth rate assessment. 
(ii) Biological surveys of enclosed waters and advice to owners 
on development and improvement of their fisheries. 
(iii) Operation of fish traps and salmon counter. 
(iv) Pollution biology surveys for Pollution Prevention 
Department. 
(v) Investigation of fish dis 
(vi) Follow-up of fish mortalities. 
Lancashire R.M.U. 
(a) There is a standing programme of artificial propagation work on 
salmon and sea-trout. Salmon fry are planted mainly in the Lune, 
Ribble, Wyre, Leven and Kent, while sea-trout fry are planted in 
the rivers north of the Lune and on the south Cumberland coast. 
This work is particularly important on the Ribble and Wyre, where 
siltation renders successful natural spawning virtually impossible. 
(b) Monitoring work on migratory fish will continue at Forge Weir and 
Broadraine on the Lune, at Low Wood (Eels' Dam) on the Leven, at 
Waddow Weir and Lock's Weir (fish oounter only) on the Ribble, and 
at Winckley on the Hodder. 
(c) Investigations will continue into the survival of implanted salmonid 
stock, on the basis of a parr census over two separate lengths of 
typical parr water, in order to obtain an average density per 
100 yards. Assessment of stock is by electric fishing. 
(d) Hatcheriess The Unit has two hatcheries at Middleton, between 
Kirkby Lonsdale and Sedbergh, and a hatchery and rearing station at 
Langcliffe near Settle. The two units at Middleton can incubate a 
total of 1,950,000 green ova to the eyed stage, can take 1,120,000 
eyed, ova through to the, unfed fry stage, and can feed 520,000 fry 
for Vweeks prior to planting out. 
Langcliffe Rearing Station can incubate 384,000 green ova and take 
them up to the unfed fry stage. Thereafter there is rearing tank 
capacity for 384,000 fry for one month's feeding, 192,000 fry for 
two months' feeding, 96,000 fry for three months' feeding, 48,000 
fry for four months' feeding, 24,000 fry for five months' feeding 
and 12,000 fry for six months' feeding. 
Policy with regard to distribution of fry from both sources is that 
they should be implanted into: 
(i) Streams where natural spawning does not take place. 
(ii) Streams where the natural spawning stock is not sufficient 
to utilise fully the available area of spawning ground. 
(iii) Streams where, for any reason, it is desirable to by-pass a 
particular stage of development which, due to natural 
conditions, may involve a high mortality rate. 
(e) Normal enforcement, anti-poaching, biological and advisory work 
will continue at all times. 
(f) Follow-up work is planned to supplement the original survey. This 
would deal with: 
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(i) The accumulation of toxic metals in fish tissues. 
(ii) Diurnal variation in D.O. level during hot weather when heavy-
weed growth is present. 
(iii) The effects of parasitic infection on fish. 
(iv) The rate of bio-degradability of oil on the canal bed, and 
its effect on flora and fauna. 
(v) Suitability at present of the various sections of the canal 
for stocking with coarse fish. 
(g) In due course the Skirton Weir Scheme will come up for implementa-
tion, in connection with the Conjunctive Use Scheme, from which it 
will be funded. The aim is to provide an installation at Skirton 
with a fish counter and water level recorder, in order to assess 
the discharge required from the river which will ensure that migra-
tory fish are able - and willing - to move up from the tidal length 
into fresh water. It is understood that a start on this work is 
unlikely in the near future. 
Coarse Fish Unit 
There is a need for the establishment of a Coarse Fish Unit, with a small 
operating staff, based on a number of holding pools in which a stock of 
coarse fish, either from electric fishing operations or from specific 
purchases, is held available to meet demands from within the Area. This, 
in fact, would be a kind of 'fish bank' which would handle replacement of 
stocks after pollutions, the provision of new species for club waters, and 
short-term retention of batches of fish for which no immediate demand 
exists. 
